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F E A T U R E D :

Alexander Street Academic Video Online
Did you know the Library has video streaming databases? We subscribe to Alexander
Street, the most comprehensive video subscription available to libraries. With over 87,000
videos spanning subject areas such as business, health, technology, history, and much
more, this database is a great resource for video content for your courses. 

Access the database through the Library’s A-Z Database List.
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April 2026 stats:

People through
the doors2930
Questions
answered428
Searches
conducted3483
Consultations
conducted8
Course Guide
views321

Thorium Reader
Ebsco, one of the Library’s major database vendors,
recently changed the software required to download
and read eBooks offline to Thorium Reader. 

Why the change? This new software provides better
accessibility, and is compliant with recent changes to
accessibility standards.

How does this impact you? There are no changes to
reading online. However, for e-books published under
certain licenses, you will be prompted to download
Thorium Reader.

Use our tutorial to learn how to download and use it!

W H A T ’ S  N E W :

https://video.alexanderstreet.com/channel/academic-video-online?sort=asp_release_date_desc
https://video.alexanderstreet.com/channel/academic-video-online?sort=asp_release_date_desc
https://unfc-ca.libguides.com/az/databases?preview=7c4ac57160a9fbaefa188f98f2014df8#:~:text=Alexander%20Street%20%2D%20Academic%20Video%20Online
https://unfc-ca.libguides.com/using-the-library-faculty-edition/downloading-books#:~:text=Downloading%20books%20in%20Ebsco


OERs, or Open Educational Resources, are learning, teaching and research materials that
are in the public domain or are published under an open access license. As they aren’t
always produced by traditional publishers, they may not be put through the same
editorial or peer-review processes - so how we be sure an OER is high quality? 

There are seven aspects to consider when looking at an OER: alignment to course
objectives​, explanation of subject matter​, ease of use for both students and faculty,
quality of assessments, quality of practice exercises​, technological interactivity, and
opportunities for deeper learning. UNF’s OER working group is developing a rubric for
evaluating OERs - in the meantime, this rubric from Achieve.org may be helpful!

OERs should also be compliant with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act
(AODA) to ensure equal access. As digital resources, OER accessibility can be evaluated
using Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) - try their checklist!

I S S U E  # 5      M A Y  2 0 2 6

IMPORTANT FORMS

Request a Research Skills Session

Request a Research Consultation

Request a Writing Skills Session

Request a Purchase

O P E N  A C C E S S  C O R N E R :

Evaluating Open Educational Resources (OERs)

P A G E  2Have feedback/suggestions for this newsletter? Let us know!

Faculty Resources

A-Z Database List

Search the Library

OER Guide

academics@unfc.ca

IMPORTANT LINKS

Check out these rubrics for more guidance on evaluating OERs: Faculty Guide for Evaluating Open
Educational Resources by BC Campus, Open Textbooks Review Criteria by Open Textbook Library, and

OER Evaluation Criteria by Affordable Learning Georgia 

R E A D  M O R E :

References:
Evaluating Open Educational Resources. (n.d.). George Brown Polytechnic. https://www.georgebrown.ca/teaching-and-learning-
exchange/teaching-resources/digital-and-online-teaching/open-educational-resources-oer-and-open-pedagogy/evaluating-
open-educational-resources
Open Educational Resources. (n.d.). UNESCO. https://www.unesco.org/en/open-educational-resources?hub=785

https://www.achieve.org/files/AchieveOERRubrics.pdf
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist
https://unfc-ca.libwizard.com/f/research_skills
https://library.unfc.ca/faculty-resources#faculty-research-support
https://unfc-ca.libwizard.com/f/Faculty_WritingSessionRequest_Classroom
https://unfc-ca.libwizard.com/f/purchaserequest
https://unfc-ca.libwizard.com/f/newsletter-feedback
https://library.unfc.ca/faculty-resources
https://library.unfc.ca/faculty-resources
https://unfc-ca.libguides.com/az/databases?preview=7c4ac57160a9fbaefa188f98f2014df8
https://research.ebsco.com/c/kgn4xq/search/advanced?autocorrect=y&expanders=concept&limiters=FT1%3AY&resetPageNumber=true&searchMode=all&searchSegment=all-results&skipResultsFetch=true&q=
https://unfc-ca.libguides.com/oers
mailto:academics@unfc.ca
https://open.bccampus.ca/files/2014/07/Faculty-Guide-22-Apr-15.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/files/2014/07/Faculty-Guide-22-Apr-15.pdf
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/reviews/rubric
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/assets/documents/R4_criteria.pdf
https://www.unesco.org/en/open-educational-resources?hub=785
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	OERs, or Open Educational Resources, are learning, teaching and research materials that are in the public domain or are published under an open access license. As they aren’t always produced by traditional publishers, they may not be put through the same editorial or peer-review processes - so how we be sure an OER is high quality?
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